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Dear Friends,
Navigating through life with integrity, dignity, and winsomeness taxes our character and challenges our attitudes. Yet, as people of faith, we are called to live with integrity as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are to live with dignity as those who are worthy of the gospel, and we are to live winsomely as those who are good to all people as well as to the household of faith. In other words, we are to live a mature life after the example of God by showing our kindness to friends and enemies alike, to the righteous and the unrighteous without discrimination.  

At worship on Sunday mornings we are in a discussion with the New Testament letter of 1 Peter. Those who are the recipients of the letter are scattered around the first century area of Asia Minor, and are beginning to experience some hostility from their neighbors and the state. They live in two worlds, the world of the Roman Empire, and the world of the kingdom of God. They must learn to navigate these two worlds with integrity, dignity, and winsomeness. That is, they are to live worthy of the gospel. 

We are in the same position these first century Christians find themselves. We also live in two worlds, and although our state does not persecute Christians, there is much in our culture that is not consistent with or supportive of our faith. Often in the discussion of church and culture, culture receives a needed critique from the church. And yet, probably not enough is made of the gift of culture to the church and to people in general. 

We have much to be thankful for in our culture. The range of benefits of culture include not only the many facets of freedom we enjoy, but also activities as concerts in the park, barbecues with friends, theater and cinema, shopping and traveling. Along with these consumer type activities there are also activities in which we can give to others such as tutoring and or teaching,  volunteering in various organizations established to help others and create community, listening to lectures, going on hikes or bike rides, making care packages for people to send oversees, or for people in need of particular items in needy countries. These last couple of activities 
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occur occasionally through our church or our presbytery, as well as through other service organizations. 

The above activities barely touch the opportunities available both for consumption and for service in our culture. As we live consistent with the gospel we do so in all the spheres of our lives, and we do so through all the activities of our lives. So lets enjoy the many opportunities our culture affords, and lets enjoy these in a way that brings the grace and mercy of the kingdom of God to bear on the kingdom of our world. Have a great summer. 






Tom
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“Devote yourself to prayer, being watchful and thankful”  Colossians 4:2
Testimony of praise: 
Mel Tully – “yearly check-up; everything clear – they
                     did not find cancer.  I am doing physical 
                     therapy now.”

Vee Wilson – “I am waiting to hear from Stanford.  I


          feel the calmness.  I know the prayers are 


          working.  I am embracing verses not to 


          worry.  I cling to them.”
John Bastady – For Elaine Hazencamp – “She is doing 

                          better, she looks good.”

Dennis Medders – For wife Rhonda – “procedure on 

                              Tuesday was a success – she is going 

                              back to work, she is better than ever.  

                              We appreciate the prayers.”

“TO GOD BE THE GLORY.  GREAT THINGS HE HAS DONE!”  
 






old hymn
Please call Robyn Risley Puls 560-6604 with your answers to prayers and thankfulness!
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are continuing a study on the Old Testament.  Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited.  Hope you will plan on joining us.  
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for May 2011



      May                 Y-T-D
Income:

$  12,131.00
$  27,314.79
Expenses:

$    8,354.36
$  45,689.77
Difference:

$    3,776.64
$(16,374.98)

[image: image8.png]



Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment and/or Illness
1. Vee Wilson – aortic aneurysm – upcoming surgery 
2. Steve Dye – recovery from pneumonia

4. Betty Lynn – finished with chemo
5. Jason Anderson – recovering at home
Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

  

Support after Death of Loved One
1.  The Family of Rhea Moore

2.   Bohnish Family 
3.   Hugh Olson and Family

4.  Family of Pat Mears – Ruby Hartig, Claire Peppers family, Pat’s sister in Lemoore.
5.   The family of Lance Corporal Jared Verbeek who lost his life fighting in Afghanistan.

General

1.   Tornado victims
2.   Our church for growth and for Tom as he ministers
3.   Those traveling this summer

5.    La Fe 

We will be having communion on July 3 and August 7. A Deacon’s offering will be taken and nonperishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council.  

The Deacons were fortunate in being able to donate $300 towards a root canal for a 12 year old in the Migrant program and $75 to Get on the Bus to sponsor a Lindsay child who made the trip to visit their Mother in prison on Mother’s Day.
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations and to give thanks for answered prayers.  
Thanks you to those who are updating me for the church e-mail prayer list. If you are not receiving the list and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054) or jimholve@ocsnet.net. 
The Deacon for the month of July is Hugh Olson and for August is Jeanne Boles.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons

Summer Schedule
During the summer we will be meeting in the fellowship hall for worship at 9:00 a.m.  We will have fellowship coffee immediately after church.

PRESBYTERY-WIDE WORLD 
COMMUNION SUNDAY GATHERING CONNECTING
HEART * HEADS * HANDS
Sunday, Oct. 2, 4-7 pm.
  First Pres, Visalia
         Presbytery wide choir

         Multi-cultural worship

         Potluck meal*
         Mission project*– making
           hygiene kits
       *Presbytery will assign food and kit supplies
         to each church
Tower Echoes       
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