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Dear Friends,
How important is history? I would say that history is very important, but for what reason? History is important because it helps us know where we came from, it prompts us to learn from our successes and mistakes, and it opens us to embrace a valid way of life different than our own.
One aspect of history about America that I recently learned from our younger son is that the Swedes (or at least the Swedish Vikings) were in what we call North America long before Columbus. Excavations of some old graves in Canada display Viking implements and artifacts from around 1000 C.E. or before. This information may not matter to any of us but it is a piece of data that may help explain the world of the eleventh century and what forces impacted our part of the world at that time.
A different piece of history draws me closer to my roots. When in Sweden we saw the foot bridge which my grandfather danced on during the Saturday evening dances in Fransta. Walking on the bridge that grandpa danced on years ago was fun and meaningful. In the woods across the bridge lies an old Viking grave, very likely seen by my grandfather as well. Does this little piece of history matter. Not to the world, but it has a way of connecting me to my mom's Swedish roots more strongly. This piece of history may be more interesting to me than significant, but either way it was fun to be there. We tasted of church history by going to church twice when in Sweden. The second time we went we knew three of the four songs sung during worship. We couldn't sing them in Swedish (although we tried), but we knew the music and could sing most of them in English. Worshiping in Sweden, with familiar songs, reminds me of the long and varied history of the church, and that we, in America, are part of the recent history of the church.  

One challenge in assessing history is that the events of the past are always seen through a lens, that is, they are always interpreted events, they are an account of what happened, not the event itself.  This challenge is true of biblical history as well as history in general. But then all 
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of life is interpreted so interpreted events or an account of the event shouldn't bother us.

When we consider the history of the church we also see interpretation or an account of the event.  The writings we have concerning the early church in the Bible show that both event and interpretation are important for our self-understanding. The event is that God has done a new thing in creating the church following the resurrection of Christ. The fact is that there are many issues that are not pleasant in the early church which are reflected in our texts, but the interpretation is that even though there are many problems and problem people in the church God is doing a new thing and bringing about the provisional demonstration of the kingdom of God through these unlikely people. If we had only the events we would not surmise that Jesus calls this new group of people to be the salt of the earth, the light of the world, and through the apostles we read that this new group is considered a holy nation, a royal priesthood, a people of God's own possession.
Past events matter and history, which is an interpretation of these events, matters. We know who we are because of the interpretation God has pronounced on us through the apostles and prophets of the early church. Thank God for our history, and that our faith may someday be remembered by others as part of the history of the church they built upon as well.





Tom
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COMMUNION SUNDAY GATHERING CONNECTING
HEART * HEADS * HANDS
Sunday, Oct. 2, 4-7 pm.
  First Pres, Visalia
         Presbytery wide choir

         Multi-cultural worship

         Potluck meal*
         Mission project*– making
           hygiene kits
*Presbytery will assign food and kit supplies to each church


“The joy of the Lord is your strength”
                                                              Nehemiah 8:10
Testimony of praise: 
Steve Dye  – home from Stanford and is able to walk 

                      about with care
Mel Tully – as of 8/24 hernia repair “all is well! Good

                    doctor report!”
Vee Wilson – increased strength
Catherine Scrivner – doing well, able to enjoy a bit of

                                  gardening!
Hugh Olson – Abundant blessings within his Internet

                       Ministry!

Robyn Puls -  Exceeding abundant praise as God gifted

                       Bob & I with a dear minister and his wife 

                       to rent our Salinas home!  His love for us 

                       endures forever!

Hymn by Fanny Crosby

“This is my story this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long!”


Please call Robyn Risley Puls 560-6604 to add your praise!

Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are continuing a study on the Old Testament.  Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited.  Hope you will plan on joining us.  


We will be having communion on September 4. A Deacons’ offering will be taken and nonperishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 

If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations and to give thanks for answered prayers. 

Thanks you to those who are updating me for the church e-mail prayer list. If you are not receiving the list and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054) or jimholve@ocsnet.net. 
The Deacon for the month of September is Mary Jo Anderson

Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons

   Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for June 2011



      June                 Y-T-D
Income:

$  15,817.89
$  45,132.68
Expenses:

$    9,600.09
$  55,289.86
Difference:

$    6,217.80
$(10,157.18)

Summary of Financial Activity for July 2011



      July                Y-T-D
Income:

$    5,332.93
$  50,465.61
Expenses:

$    7,749.77
$  63,039.63
Difference:

$   (2,416.84)
$(12,574.02)


Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment and/or Illness

1. Steve Dye – recovery from the heart attack and back problems
2. Ruth Norman – Cancer – very ill

3. Mel Tully – Hernia Surgery

4. Catherine Scrivner – continued healing from blood disorder
5. Vee Wilson - is in Kaweah Delta Hospital with some complications.
6. Elaine – John Bastady’s friend  - kidney problem is doing better. She has had successful cataract surgery, but has floaters is her eye and is being monitored by an ophthalmologist for possible retina problems.

Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

4.  Walt Kimball

5.  Ruby Gordon
Support after Death of Loved One

1.  The Family of Rhea Moore

2.   Larry Fultz and son Eric, and daughter, Sheryl, and their families, on death of wife, mother, and grandmother, Karen

3.   Hugh Olson and Family

4.   Family of Betty Smith
General
1.   Hugh Olson and his internet ministry and Prayer circle
2.   Our church for growth and for Tom as he ministers

3.   Those traveling this summer

5.    La Fe 
Tower Echoes       
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