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Dear Friends,
On September 11, 2011 our country remembered the horrific tragedy and loss of life perpetrated on our country ten years earlier. Like many of you, I watched some of the TV programs honoring those who died. There were many touching moments in these remembrances and, like you, I was deeply grateful for the many whose service cost their lives. Their willing self-sacrifice for others is a humble reminder that we all live from the sacrifice of many in our past. 9/11 in American history raises many feelings of pride in our country, anger at these events, vows of never to leave ourselves as vulnerable as we were. If not nationalism, at least patriotism bubbled over in our hearts and speeches. 

On October 2, 2011 our church will join with churches around the globe in corporate worship and celebrate communion in conscious solidarity with one another. Christians of different countries, languages, and denominational affiliations will gather around the Lord's Table to lift their voices in the unity of our faith. We will participate in this experience as we gather for worship and communion. On this Sunday we will be able to affirm not only that people from every tribe and nation stream to the house of God, but also that God's goodness goes out to people of every tribe and nation and language. The scope of God's love is broader than our ability to see and the wideness of God's grace extends to the ends of the earth.

Christianity is primarily a way to change the world not primarily a way to escape the world. The gospel is good news for life in the world and not primarily good news about life in the next world. Life in the world is meant to be full of the blessings of God, and reflect people's response to the glory of God. If the 9/11 remembrances focused our attention on our own country, the world communion celebration focuses our attention on our partnership with people in all countries.  As Americans, when tragedy strikes we develop a strong bond with one another, especially when under attack. As Christians, when tragedy strikes, or when remembrances take place, the bond of faith produced by the depth of God's love, strengthens our ties to one another across national boundaries, languages, and cultures.
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All Christians live in the dual relationship of life in the national and political structures of their residence, and of life in the kingdom of God under the reign of God with brothers and sisters in all countries and speaking all languages. Sometimes the balance seems difficult to maintain. However, on world communion Sunday, on October 2, let us affirm our unity of faith with Christian people throughout this globe, and let our remembrance of God's work through the cross humble us once again. The world is loved. The world is graced. The world is being made new through the work of God in Jesus Christ and continues to be transformed through the ministry of his followers. We have much to live for. Lets gather and celebrate life with others around the globe. 
                                                                  Tom
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COMMUNION SUNDAY GATHERING CONNECTING
HEART * HEADS * HANDS
Sunday, Oct. 2, 4-7 pm.
  First Pres, Visalia
         Presbytery wide choir

         Multi-cultural worship

         Potluck meal*
         Mission project*– making
           hygiene kits
*Presbytery will assign food and kit supplies to each church
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Spiritual Life will begin meeting again on the first and third Wednesdays of each month (October 5 & 19) at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  We will be beginning a new Women of Faith Bible Study entitled Experiencing Spiritual Intimacy. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773 or the church office.

“The  Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy”
                                                                Psalm 126:3
Testimony of praise: 
Steve Dye  – “imagining showed 75% blockage, Doctor check – arteries went from 75% - 25% clogged.  I attribute this to the hundreds of people praying for me” (Excitement in his voice!) “Dr. Reddy says my heart is strong, no scarring, 100% recovery, able to return to work!”
Mel Tully – “I can now lift 10 lbs! Slow recovery but well!”
Gail Tully – “Daughter Cathy studing for MA at the University College London – she arrived safely. All is well!”
John Bastady – for friend Elaine, “eyes are doing better, she is doing pretty good.


for friend Cooper Hollow – “doing fine, thankful they are here.”
Bob Puls – “I am grateful for God’s watchful care over us while fighting the recent siege of lightning caused fires! I recognize His hand in making possible the unexpected and costly repair of our firetruck.  I received His grace at a critical time and later recognized my part in His plan to bless others in need.  Praise the lord and pass the nozzle!”

Hymn by Henry Smith
“Give thanks with a grateful heart; Give thanks to the Holy One”


Please call Robyn Risley Puls 560-6604 to add your thankfulness!

Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are continuing a study on the Old Testament.  Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited.  Hope you will plan on joining us.  


           Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for August 2011



     August                Y-T-D
Income:

$    3,688.00
$  54,153.61
Expenses:

$    7,957.67
$  70,997.30
Difference:

$   (4,269.67)
$(18,406.90)


We will be having communion on October 2.  A Deacon’s offering will be taken and nonperishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 
Many thanks to those of you who brought rice and/or beans for the Coordinating Council on Sunday.  They were most appreciative of the donation and send thanks.
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations and to give thanks for answered prayers.  

Thank you to those who are updating me for the church e-mail prayer list. If you wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054) 
The Deacon for the month of October is Hugh Olson.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons

Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.

Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment and/or Illness

1. Steve Dye – Continue prayers for health.
2. Mel Tully – Continued healing from surgery
3. Catherine Scrivner – continued healing from blood disorder
4. Vee Wilson – readmit to Kaweah Delta Hospital 9/26
Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

4.  Ruby Gordon
Support after Death of Loved One

1.   Larry Fultz and son Eric, and daughter, Sheryl, and their families, on death of wife, mother, and grandmother, Karen

2.   Walt Kimball Family
3.   Family of Scott Sly – Matt Boles Brother-in-law

4.   The Medders Families

5.  Couple in Texas who lost 14 year old daughter during night to insulin pump failure.

General
1.   Hugh Olson and his internet ministry and Prayer circle
2.   Our church for growth and for Tom as he ministers

3.   Those traveling this summer

4.    La Fe 
Tower Echoes       
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