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Dear Friends,
A friend once told me, 'never throw any of it away.' He was speaking of the grass I mowed, the weeds I pulled up, and the green waste that came from my garden. So, like an obedient laborer, I black bagged all my green waste, put the bags in the garage until I had time to make a compost pile, and soon realized that they were rotting and the moisture from the green waste was leaking onto the garage floor, and need I say, smelling. Finally one day, I took all the bags to the dump. Years later I started a compost pile, but that didn't turn out very well either. 

In her book, Writing Down the Bones, Natalie Goldberg uses the compost pile as a way to talk about all one's experiences, and that they are grist for turning into the rich soil of one's life which in turn becomes the soil from which one's writing grows. She says it this way. 



"Our senses by themselves are dumb. They take in experiences, but they need the richness of sifting for a while through our consciousness and through our whole bodies. I call this 'composting.' Our bodies are garbage heaps: we collect experiences, and from the decomposition of the thrown-out eggshells, spinach leaves, coffee grinds, and old steak bones of our minds come nitrogen, heat, and very fertile soil. Out of this fertile soil bloom our poems and stories" (15).  

Are your experiences composting? The image of the garbage heap where one throws all one's experiences to let them decompose into rich perspectives and wise insights makes sense to me. Sometimes we don't know what to do with an experience, we don't know how to evaluate it, how to respond to it, or how to analyze it. For writers these experiences, as they become the fertile soil of insight or mature perspective, become the soil from which their thoughts or stories or poems grow. For those of us who are not writers these experiences become the soil of our life, our perspectives from which we speak, through which we encounter one another, and by which we evaluate and test our faith. 

In the prayer I read from recently at church, Nikolai Velimirovic let the experience of being betrayed sit in all 
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its anger, smolder in resentment, and finally decompose, and eventually become a prayer for enemies. What he realized was that his enemies had enabled him to come closer to God. He prays, "enemies have cut me loose from the world and have stretched out my hands to the hem of your garment." Do we let our experiences do the same for us? My sense it that the decomposing process happens almost automatically, but some experiences take longer to decompose. Yet the end result is a rich life to share with one another. The soil of our life blends with the soil of another's life and the rich soil of our blended lives becomes the environment for the growth of our faith and life together. In the depth of this soil the seed of the word of God is planted, and God will bring the increase. What a rich garden God is producing in the soil of our life.  Praise be to God. 

                                                                Tom
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study will not meet in October.  They will meet again in November. Everyone is invited to join.   
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 Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will start meeting again on Wednesday, October 6, at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  We will continue our study of Ephesians with the book “Understanding Your Blessings in Christ.” All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for August 2010



    August              Y-T-D
Income:

$   8,559.10
$ 48,426.87
Expenses:

$   8,173.11
$ 66,833.77
Difference:

$      385.99
$(18,406.90)
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There will be joint communion with the Methodist on October 3. There will be a Deacons offering and non perishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council.  

If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations. 

The Deacon for the month of October is Claudia Olson. 

Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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Fellowship

Weekly before church at 8:30, we are meeting for a Fellowship Coffee Hour.  We meet every week except Communion Sundays (the first Sunday of each month.)  Hope you plan on joining us.  
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Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
► Marlyn Walker, Claudia Olson, Steve Boles, Helen & Hal Munter, Mel Tully, Nancy Dye  
► Our church leaders, ministry, and staff as they serve our congregation

► La Fe ministry
     
       

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE

October 10 – October 31
9:30 a.m. - Worship at Methodist Church 
Rev. Dale Kuruhara preaching.
November 7
9:30 a.m. – Worship in our Sanctuary with Methodist, Communion, Deacons Offering & Food Collection

November 14 - November 28

8:30 a.m. – Fellowship Coffee
9:30 a.m. – Worship in our Sanctuary with Methodist

2nd Saturday
Christian Family Fun Night 
Movie & Ice Cream Sundaes

Saturday, October 9,  5:30-7:30 p.m.

Admission: Free

Wholesome fun for young, Christian families    
   Meet in the Fellowship Hall


Greetings!
October . . . the days are shorter, leaves are taking cues from nature as they “float” to the earth showing off their new crimson and copper hues.  I love this season, and I believe it allows us to become more reflective – old memories drift through our minds like leaf-smoke.  All summer leaves served their purpose – once they were sources of light, shade and life itself.  Now comes the time for rest . . . hopefully, we’ll be able to enjoy some silence and think longer thoughts than summer allowed.  Old-timers used to call this time of year a “second summer.”  Actually, it is nicer than the first summer; it’s mellower.  Enjoy the days ahead, because it won’t be long until the frost of winter arrives.

Before the birth of another grandson, Tom and Janie Elson arrived at Mark and Jeanne Elson’s home to babysit for grandsons, Otto (5) and Anders (3), so Mommy and Daddy could go to the hospital.  Now, add a new poodle puppy named Jasper to the picture, and you’ve got all the makin’s for some rib-tickling humor.  Except for a hot tub incident one evening with Jasper accidently taking his first dog-paddle lesson, things went well.  And, on June 30, 2010, 8 pound Elliot Willhem Koops Elson was born to the Elson clan.  Congratulations and may God bless the whole family.
On August 1st, a tri-color Welsh Corgi pup named Casey Coltrane (sp?) came to the home of Lloyd and Mary Jo Anderson to live.  I have a feeling there’ll be some unpredictable fun at the Anderson’s  . . . enjoy!

Come October, Mel Tully will be done with chemotherapy – he’s been in treatment since his surgery this year for esophageal cancer.  Last week, Mel gathered our choir together for its first practice . . . good news!  By early November, Mel will return to the special kids he drives bus for – during his illness he was encouraged by their get well letters.  Gail and the family have been generous and loving caregivers.  Please keep Mel and his family in your prayers.

Mid-July, Barbara Tienken flew to Oregon to enjoy time with Kim and Brian’s family.  A pleasant surprise was in store when she discovered that Dr. Tom and Gloria Matthews were on the same flight!  They were on their way to Gloria’s class reunion, and, from there, off to visit Dave and Penny Barville.

By the way, Dr. Matthews is healing nicely since breaking his hip last April.

Many of you are friends of Peg Burr’s, please keep her in your prayers as she heals from a serious stroke.  Peg is at Lindsay Gardens and I’m sure she’d be cheered to receive a card.

Nancy Dye’s sweet voice has been silenced to a whisper due to an allergic reaction to a mold in her classroom.  Tomorrow (9/27), she’ll go to the Mayo Clinic for extensive testing . . . her vocal cords look as if they’ve been burned.  Fortunately, her husband, Steve, is on the “up and up” – he’s had his own share of medical worries.  And, Richard Klema, Nancy’s dad, is doing “just great!” Many good prayers will be with this lovely family.
Linda Veninga, daughter of Vernon and Katheryn Bridges, recently underwent hip replacement surgery – her recovery is going along as expected.  Greetings to Linda and her family – you’ll be in our prayers.

Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, has the good fortune of counting a number of well-rounded students from our valley among its campus population.  Jim and Helen Holve’s granddaughters- Cady (soph.) and Meaghan (frosh.), of Clovis, start classes this fall.  Cady worked at Hume Lake Christian Camp this summer and loved it!  Meaghan is a medaled valley athlete and scholar, who will be on Cal Poly’s diving team.  8th grader, Mitchell, is also an active stdent who shines in academics and overall participation.  Sandy (Holve) O’Meara and her husband are the proud parents.

The Holve’s daughter, Sheryl DeWill, has 2 sons; Jeremy moved into his own apartment and works writing code for a computer company.  Son, Wesley, started his sophomore year of high school and is doing club boxing. 

And, not to be outdone, Tim Holve’s twins, Grant and Morgan, finished 6th grade at Aviara Oaks Middle School with all A’s.  Morgan plays volleyball with a championship traveling team.  Basketball and golf are Grants sports of choice!  Congratulations to the Holve clan – very exciting!

Long time Lindsay citizen, Garry Davis, passed away on July 25, 2010.  Garry was a very dear friend to our whole family.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Esther, who was known to many in our church family.  

Congratulations to Jason and Jennifer (Cordua) Spaletta of Lodi!  After filling their wonderful family with 3 active and adorable little girls – Lia, Anna, and Emmy Sue – they have finally added a precious bundle of testosterone!  John Paul Spaletta was born on May 27, 2010, weighing in at 8 lbs, 11 oz. and 19 inches long.  We got a photo announcement and we couldn’t be happier for them.  Jennifer, her sister Julie, and their mom, Sue, were active in our church life for a long time, and very dear friends at us.  All good wishes to them.
May must have been the month for baby boys.  On May 21, 2010, Foster Rust Kleigl was born to R.J. and Tristen Kliegl, in Davis, California.  Foster arrived a month early, weighing 5 lbs, 14 oz., but he’s thriving and has already rolled over on his own.  I’ll bet he’s adorable! Congratulations to R.J., Tristen and baby Foster – and, of course, their families!

The Kliegl’s had “full plates” on May 21st, because daughter, Kathy Kliegl, graduated with her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Fresno State on that day as well.  Way to go Kathy!  We’re proud of you.

Jamie and Gabe Kliegl live in Southern California and are just fine.  And daughter, Karen, her husband, Caesar Ibarra, and their little one, Bella, enjoy life in Costa Mesa.  Hello and best wishes to all the Kliegls.

I had a lively chat with Keith and Ellen Sprague yesterday – I’m so grateful to have them in our life.  In spite of both having health scares this year, they haven’t lost their gift of humor.  Keith has 9 stents in that “ticker” of his.  Ellen is feeling pretty good now since her heart surgery, and she’s enjoying puttering in the yard these days.   Their granddaughter, Suzanne, just announced her engagement!  She met her fiancé at Fresno State.  Mac and Darlene Sprague are Suzanne’s happy parents.  Congratulations to the whole family!
Matthew Boles and I caught up with family news last week.  Matthew and his wife, Kristi, have an adorable 20 month old son – Parker!  I hear Parker is a “laugh a minute” – wonder where he gets that part of his personality!?  Bless Matthew’s heart, he knew how everyone in the big Boles clan was doing – it sounds like peace and family love reign.  Good luck in your marathon this November Melissa!

Sharon and Craig Dimmitt’s daughter, Kaycie, earned her BA in Criminal Justice recently.  Congrats!  Kaycie and her husband, Frank, reside in Challenge, California where he works in maintenance at Young Life Christian Camp.  Their two sons, Alex (13) and Zack (11) have brought much joy to the Dimmitt family . . . you can tell by the smile on grandma Sharon’s face whenever their names are mentioned.

Congratulations to dear Corrie Owens – daughter of Jan and Maryann Owens!  Corrie married, and will be venturing off to Alaska soon! 

Hal Munter is feeling better now after spending a week in the hospital in August.  Breathing problems got the best of him.  Actually, Helen shared that their sons, Tom and Jeff, took Hal to Colorado this week to see the Rockies game.  How fun!  And what great sons!  Helen was feeling kind of “blah” the day we spoke – it was one of her dialysis days.  For those of you who know the other Munter sons here’s a brief update:

Roger and his wife have been in Washington D.C about two years now.  Steven lives in Valencia, California, and has two adult kids and a 15 year old daughter.  And, constant world traveler, Paul, works for KPNG – an international accounting firm.  Paul calls home every Sunday afternoon no matter which part of the world he’s working.  I can see why the Munters are so proud of their family.

Many of us lost a special friend this summer when Jack Stadmiller died at his home in early July.  Jack and his mom, Dorothy, were a part of our church family for years.  Our Rev. Tom Elson paid a fitting tribute to Jack at his memorial service, and it was obvious to all what a humble, fine family member and friend he had been throughout his life.

Our friend, and former church secretary, Betty Lynn, continues to battle the cancer that has plagued her the past few years.  She’s going through another bout of chemotherapy to fight the cancer in her bones.  I’m always inspired by her fighting spirit.  Keep Betty in your prayers please.

A get well wish, and a prayer or two, for Kim and Brian Tienken’s daughter, Megan.  Megan started her senior year of high school on crutches and a sore, but healing, knee.  Repair surgery was done on that knee early in the year but it didn’t work, so she had to have a second surgery . . . this time was the charm!
In June, Walt Kimball was presented with his 50 year pin from the Masons.  Congratulations dear friend!

Do you remember the Drenick family?  They successfully owned and operated the dry cleaning business in tow for years – NuWay Cleaners. (Right?)  Joe Drenick, the son, was a good friend of Bill Kimball’s until Bill passed away, but Joe has stayed in touch with Kathryn.  Well, Joe climbed Mt. Everest this summer – clear to the top!  What an awesome feat!  It seems Joe is quite an adventurer and a wonderful man.

Camp Nelson was a busy, happy place on July 4th weekend.  The Tienken clan gathered from near and far, for a family reunion.  Horseshoe games, bon fires, and s’mores, great food . . . so many memories being made and being remembered.  You can’t be at the cabins without feeling Dad Tienken’s presence.  The love for our family from Mom and Dad Tienken is as alive and well as it’s ever been.  We are blessed.
Jay and Brandi (Tienken) Zike recently said their goodbyes (and good lucks) to Jay’s two college-aged kids. And, Cal Poly, SLO is the college lucky enough to get them.  Kyler is a second year student, majoring in Water Systems Management.  Allison graduated from UC Davis in June, with a BS degree in Community and Regional Development with a concentration in Policy and Planning and Social Services.  Allison was honored to be chosen as one of the two student commencement speakers at UC Davis’s graduation ceremony this year.  Now, she’ll be entering the graduate school program at Cal Poly.  The whole family is proud of Kyler and “Ali.”

I got a piece of sad news from Sue Cordua several days ago that some of you will take to heart.  Sue’s mom, Millie passed away peacefully on August 29th, in Lodi, California, at the age of 91.  Millie was a bundle of charm and positive energy . . . such an inspiration to her family and friends.  Please keep her loved ones in your prayers.
Our friend, Rachel Hill, made a career change this summer when she accepted a position as office manager for Craig Holworthy’s business.  Congratulations Rachel!

Rachel’s dad, Don Landers, seems to be coping since Helen passed away, but it must be difficult.  Continue to keep him in your thoughts and prayers.

Pearledna Shropshire and her family recently suffered a heartbreaking loss when her oldest daughter Kathy Rebensdorf, passed away of pancreatic cancer.  Hold them in prayer.

Marge Clausen’s son, Duff, had a serious motorcycle accident several weeks ago in Napa, California.  When I spoke with Marge, Duff had been in ICU for a week after surgery to repair many injuries.  Please keep them in your prayers.

Mike and Leslie Linville added baby #4 to their family recently.  Blake Michael was born on July 30, 2010.  Blake joins Ryan (6), Emily (4), and Kate Madalein (2) . . . that’s a full house!  May God bless this family.
Eric and Teresa Linville have two boys now, and all are well and living in Fresno.

Phoebe Collins now has 8 great-grandchildren – what fun!  Phoebe sounded as lively as ever when we chatted last week.  She’s finally recovering from a broken hip and a broken wrist, after a fall while she was in Missouri last June.  A couple years ago, Tom Elson asked Phoebe what her philosophy of life was . . . Phoebe answered, “Leave’em laughing!”  And to this day she’s sticking to that same philosophy.  Believe me, we laughed through much of our conversation that day.  What a breath of fresh air our dear Phoebe is!

Doug and Keri Tienken took their little 1-year old son, Chase, on their annual trip to Pismo Beach.  Everywhere they went, they pulled him in his red Radio Flyer wagon – lots of chuckles and compliments on his adorable little face, and he’s so happy in his wagon.  Chase is a funny little boy – he’s a heart stealer!

Happy days for the Wilson clan.  Tim and Sonia Wilson recently found out that they would be welcoming a precious baby girl soon!  She’ll be joining big brothers Andrew (8), Matthew (5), and Alexander (2) – what a living and lively home awaits her.  I remember when Alexander was about to be born, 6 year old Andrew was pondering another child being added to the family and he said, “how are two people gonna raise three kids?”  I wonder what he’s thinking now.  Anyway, Tim and Sonia and the boys have a little guardian angel who watches over them. God bless this family.  Congratulations to Jim and Ginny Wilson – they’re very happy.

In 1964, the Lindsay First Presbyterian Church welcomed a wonderful new minister.  Rev. Joseph Morgan Matthew’s friendly manner and infectious smile put our large congregation at ease . . . he was strong, practical and humble, and very approachable.  Rev. Matthews baptized my three siblings and me when I was in high school.  When my father passed away in April 1967, Rev. Matthews saw our family through the nightmare, and performed his funeral service.  Sadly, Rev. Matthews passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family on May 25, 2010.  His wife, Shirlee, was the love of his life – they had three children, Joanne, Dan, and Greg.  Their six grandchildren only added to their abundant blessings.  Remember the Matthews family in your prayers, and perhaps, send a note.

There is something about the earlier nightfall, the chill in the morning air, and the back-to-school atmosphere that urges us to batten down the hatches and gather at home.  I’m ready for pots of homemade soup, fires in the wood stove, and being cozy in our home.  These are simple pleasure of the season – savor them and enjoy some peaceful moments.  

Until next month, may God bless each one of you . . . 
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