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Dear Friends,
One of the spiritual sacrifices people offer to God is thanksgiving. Psalm 50:14 reads, "Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and pay your vows to the Most High." The contrast between the acceptable sacrifice of thanksgiving and the unacceptable sacrifice of bulls and goats challenges people to consider how they express their religious devotion. God says, I do not "eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats," yet the sacrifice of these bulls and goats demonstrated one's devotion to God. Or at least they were meant to, but from God’s viewpoint it wasn’t working. Apparently the external act of animal sacrifice replaced the people's heartfelt thankfulness.

The specific reasons for thanksgiving do not appear in the text, yet the sacrifice of thanksgiving is given significant valuation by God. Psalm 50 suggests one demonstrates the sacrifice of thanksgiving by keeping God's statues and covenant, by embracing the discipline necessary to follow the Lord, by guarding one's tongue from evil speech. Psalm 50 then concludes with these words: "Those who bring thanksgiving as their sacrifice honor me; to those who go the right way I will show the salvation of God.” Bringing thanksgiving and going the right way are parallel and result in honoring God and receiving the gift of salvation. 

Juxtaposing sacrifice with thanksgiving seems to make sacrifice itself less concrete. Sacrificing a little money, or a dinner out, or even time can be done without having the attitude proper to the sacrifice itself. The idea of a sacrifice of thanksgiving necessitates our thinking again about the meaning of a sacrifice. The meaning shifts from an external action to an internal orientation. But the internal orientation must find expression through such activity as keeping covenant and guarding one's tongue. The sacrifice of thanksgiving honors God because it demonstrates a heart oriented toward acknowledging the hand of God in one's life. The difficult part of sacrifice is the letting go. With bulls and goats one lets go of the animal. The animal is consumed in the fire. The sacrifice of thanksgiving is also a letting go. What we let go of is our hold on our appreciation and private joy. Our expression of thanksgiving takes on a more public and 
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worshipful aspect. When sacrificing everyone sees the 
sacrifice one brings to God.     

The many reasons to offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving vary according to our experience and our understanding of God’s care. The gift of family and friends, the freedoms of expression and worship, the pleasure of travel and reading, the responsibility of work and ministry all produce in us a spirit of thanksgiving. To offer these gifts as a sacrifice to God orients us to God’s provisions in our life. My own thanksgiving focuses on my two families, that is, my family of wife, children, their spouses and grandchildren (along with my extended family) and my family of faith. I offer thanksgiving for my family because my family brings me into the center of joy and happiness, and they love and accept me for who I am and who I am becoming.  I acknowledge God’s grace and love flows through them to me.  I also offer thanksgiving for my family of faith, a family that includes you who have dedicated your life to building and maintaining the church of God in our communities.  In the midst of the challenges our denomination faces, I ask, “is there a place for me?” in this denomination, and together we have answered yes, there is a place for all of us.  The fact that we are not perfect, that we accept one another flaws and all, that our disappointments have not deterred us, and our successes have not lessened our commitments leaves me thankful for you who have so deeply affected my life.  My thanksgiving for you orients me to acknowledge God’s persistent and guiding hand in our life together. 

Our national celebration of thanksgiving acknowledges the gifts of God's bounty that preserves, strengthens, and makes possible our life together. This month we thankfully celebrate God's guiding hand in our history even while acknowledging our forbearers were not free from sinful behavior. We acknowledge that sometimes our thanksgiving is built on the unrequested sacrifice of others. Maybe because we know ourselves to need God's forgiving grace our sacrifice of thanksgiving is not blinded by a naive sense of our own purity. 

This month let’s bring our sacrifices of thanksgiving to God by living with integrity, by the acknowledging God's grace, and by deepening our fellowship with the family of God. Have a great month of thanksgiving.   

                                                                  Tom
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Spiritual Life continues to meet on the first and third Wednesdays of each month (November 2 & 16) at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  We are using a Women of Faith Bible Study entitled Experiencing Spiritual Intimacy. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773 or the church office.
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Wednesday Night Study
he Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are continuing a study on the Old Testament.  Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited.  Hope you will plan on joining us.  
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for September 2011



  September   
      Y-T-D
Income:

$    4,160.00
$  58,313.61
Expenses:

$    7,410.13
$  78,407.43
Difference:

$   (3,250.13)
$(20,093.82)
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We will be having communion on November 6.  A Deacon’s offering will be taken and nonperishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations and to give thanks for answered prayers.  
Thank you to those who are updating me for the church e-mail prayer list. If you are not receiving the list and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054) or jimholve@ocsnet.net. 
The Deacon for the month of November is Loretta Fridlund.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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The Lindsay Strathmore Coordinating Council is in need of replenishing the food that was used for the residents of the Mt. Whitney hotel who were victims of the fire. You may take food or money to the Council before our Sunday collection if you can’t be at church.
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TIME CHANGE

REMINDER!

  Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday November 6.  Remember to turn you clocks back 1 hour before going to be on Saturday, November 5.


Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.

Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment and/or Illness

1. Dennis Medders – Knee surgery and recovery
2. Vee Wilson – Ongoing successful dialysis 
3. Diana Peterson – Strength and wisdom with resent Cancer diagnosis 

Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

4.  Ruby Gordon
General
1.   Hugh Olson and his internet ministry and Prayer circle
2.   Victims of the Turkey earthquake 
3.   Victims of the Lindsay Mt. Whitney Apartment fire
4. For Tom as he ministers to the congregations in Lindsay and Exeter

5.  For John Gutierrez and his family as they minister to the La Fe congregation 

“Let us come before him with thanksgiving . . . 
                                                                Psalm 95:2
Testimony of praise: 
Barbara Tienken – “I am especially thankful for the 66 

years that Bob and I were together, for my 3 sons and their wives, for my 23 grandchildren (including spouses) and my 21 great-grandchildren.  They all bring joy to my heart.  I am greatful for my faith, my church, my friends and for being healthy enough to keep up with the responsibilities and activities that make up my life.”

Hazel Green – Discharged from Lindsay Gardens

planned for October 28.  Thankful to return home with help from devoted caregiver.

Chuck Sheldon – “The Creator rested after His exertions 

and said, ‘It is good,’ and I agree with that statement.”

Bob Puls –   For  this  rancher  “rain”  is  the  purest  and 

simplest example of God’s grace.  It represents His promise and, quite often, His mercy.  Thank you Lord, for the inch of rain that fell on October 5th and all that it means.  Please send more!

Robyn Puls – Thank you for the opportunity to serve our 

faithful church family.  I am humbled and honored.  Love to you all!
Tom Elson – My  own  thanksgiving  focuses on my two
families, that is, my family of wife, children, their spouses, and grandchildren (along with my extended family) and my family of faith.  I offer thanksgiving for my family because my family brings me into the center of joy and happiness, and they love and accept me for who I am and for who I am becoming.  I also offer thanksgiving for my family of faith, a family that includes you who have dedicated your life to building and maintaining the church of God in our communities.

Hymn by Johnson Oatman Jr.
“Count your blessings name then one by one; Count your blessing, see what God has done.”


Please call Robyn Risley Puls to share your experiences of gratitude!  560-6604

      Harvest Home

   Dinner          

Wednesday
November 9, 2011   

6:45 pm

         First Presbyterian Church

Lindsay, CA 

Entertainment:

Local Gospel Quartet 

“Seraphim”

Adults:  $8.00
Children (10 and under):  $5.00

Children (3 and under):  Free

Sponsored by 

First Presbyterian Church
Women’s Guild

     You can buy your tickets after 
     church Sunday, November 6th 
     or they can be purchased 
     at the church office.

Tower Echoes       


    First Presbyterian Church             


351 E. Hermosa


Lindsay, CA
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PARTNERS IN PRAISE
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