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Dear Friends,
We are often told to check the fine print. It is in the fine print that the details of a contract or an agreement of purchase spell out what one can actually expect if something goes wrong or an unexpected event prevents one from fulfilling what is in the large print of the contract. But I want to say, check the large print as well. It is in the large print that the actual event is reflected and it may be that there are assumptions made about what should be in the large print that end up different than one expected. Such was the case in my most recent travel arrangements. 

Janie and I flew to Portland, Oregon to be with family and officiate at the memorial service of her cousin, whom she always called Uncle Max. We had a very precious time seeing relatives and interacting with the family whom we dearly love. Max was a wonderful man and Dorothea and her family have always been special relatives to Janie and her family, both today and in her growing up years. So it was nice we were able to be with them during this time of bereavement. 

We arrived on Friday afternoon and left on Saturday afternoon, a short visit. We arrived at the airport on Saturday for our return flight in plenty of time, but at the ticket counter there was a short delay. The woman behind the counter was quiet for a while, checking our tickets, typing on her computer, so I finally said something like, is everything okay? She said, well, your tickets are for 6:30 a.m. It was now 4:30 p.m. I said, really? or some such repeatable phrase. Then I let her know that it was not my fault, that I wouldn’t have made a reservation for the a.m. when I knew the memorial service was mid-day and we needed to travel home in the evening. The person on the phone with whom I made the arrangements must have made a mistake. (I don’t really have to take responsibility for such an obvious mistake, do I?) It didn’t really matter to the woman helping me who made a mistake, she was merely trying to help me get a flight home. There were no flights to Fresno that Saturday evening. 

Well, we made it home, through LA a little later than planned, but in time to sleep a few hours before Sunday morning worship. The point is, I had a chance to look at the large print carefully before confirming the flight, and apparently I didn’t. Of course, it didn’t occur to me that I needed to check the a.m. or p.m. at the end 
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of the flight schedule. I knew what I was doing, why didn’t the person at the other end of the phone know that? So even though I had the opportunity to check the ticketing details before I confirmed and actually bought the tickets, apparently I didn’t and bought a ticket for the wrong time. (By the way, she graciously did not charge us anything for the adjustment.) 

I wonder if sometimes we are so overly concerned with the fine print that we forget the large print, so concerned with a minor detail about our life that we forget to live out the major call on our life. Might this focus on minor issues be what went wrong at Ephesus as reflected in the letters to the churches in Revelation. Their only problem was that they had lost their first love. They were steadfast in their labor and they could not bear evil, they even tested those who claimed to be apostles and found they were not. They were committed to doctrinal purity but they had forgotten how to hold their commitments with love, and they had let go of their first love as well, probably meaning they had let go of Jesus Christ as their primary commitment and held their doctrines as their first love rather than Christ. They were concerned with the fine print of doctrinal purity but had forgotten the large print of the love of Christ affecting all their doctrine and the way they were to live out that doctrine. 

The danger we often face is holding our opinions so strongly that we forget to let the love of God shine through our lives. Do we hold to our commitments to ideas and issues so tightly that we forget our primary commitment to Christ or our call to let the love of Christ shine through us? Love is, after all, the heart and purpose of all we do. Let’s make sure we incorporate the large print of love even as we focus on the fine print of any specific topic or idea we embrace. 

                                                    Tom
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study will meet on Wednesday, November 3rd and 17th at 6:00 p.m.  They will be studying the Dead Sea Scrolls. Pizza, Salad and Dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited to join.   
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 Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will be meeting again on Wednesdays, at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  We will continue our study of Ephesians with the book “Understanding Your Blessings in Christ.” All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for September 2010



  September             Y-T-D
Income:

$   5,224.00
$ 53,650.87
Expenses:

$   8,913.64
$ 75,747.41
Difference:

$  (3,689.64)
$(22,096.54)
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There will be joint communion with the Methodist on November 7 at the Presbyterian Church. There will be a Deacons offering and non perishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council.  
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations. 

The Deacon for the month of October is Loretta Fridlund. 

Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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Fellowship

Weekly before church at 8:30, we are meeting for a Fellowship Coffee Hour.  We meet every week except Communion Sundays (the first Sunday of each month.)  Hope you plan on joining us.  
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Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
► Claudia & Hugh Olson, Mike & Meryl Maichrowicz, Helen Munter, Mel Tully, Nancy Dye 
► Our church leaders, ministry, and staff as they serve our congregation

► La Fe ministry
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Stephen Ministry Overview 

There will be an overview of the Stephen Ministry program on November 6 at the First Presbyterian Church in Visalia. If anyone is interested in attending, please let Tom, Helen Holve, or Sharon in the office know by November 3.
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FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE

November 7
9:30 a.m. – Worship in our Sanctuary with Methodist, Communion, Deacons Offering & Food Collection

November 14 - November 28

8:30 a.m. – Fellowship Coffee
9:30 a.m. – Worship in our Sanctuary with Methodist

2nd Saturday
Christian Family Fun Night 
Saturday, November 13, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Admission: Free

Wholesome fun for young, Christian families    
   Meet in the Fellowship Hall

                    Wednesday, November 10, 2010 6:45 p.m.

                  Adults $8.00, Children (10 and under):  $5.00

            Children (3 and under):  Free

Sponsored by

                       First Presbyterian Church - Women’s Guild
                     For tickets call the office (559) 562-4966
Tower Echoes


First Presbyterian Church             


351 E. Hermosa


Lindsay, CA
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