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Dear Friends,
I am yielding my space for the newsletter to Sandy Brown, our presbytery's interim executive so you can read his comments concerning issues before the church. If you have any questions about the content of his message please feel free to talk to me about them, or I am sure Sandy would also be willing to speak with anyone. We could even have him come to church and talk to us about any of these issues. Mostly, Sandy wants people to know that the work of Christ and his church is going forward through our presbytery and denomination. As we try and follow God's spirit in these times let’s do so with eager anticipation of where God is directing us. Thanks for listening to Sandy in the following words.
Tom
A MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL COUNCIL OF THE PRESBYTERY OF SAN JOAQUIN
It is now apparent that the Form of Government of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. will be changed by vote of the presbyteries with the passage of Amendment 10-A. Text of this amendment may be found here: http://oga.pcusa.org/pdf/proposed_amendments3.pdf or in documents available from your church office or the Presbytery office.  We know that there is anxiety among the people of our congregations concerning what changes this passage will bring.  We can say the following:  

· Reference to standards of sexual behavior for those seeking ordination as Minister, Elder, or Deacon will be removed from the Book of Order.
· Biblical and Confessional standards themselves will not change.

· The new language applies standards in a way that examines all areas of a person’s life.  It says, “each governing body will examine each candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office.”
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· Each Presbytery, Session, and Congregation is in complete control over how Scriptural and Confessional standards are interpreted during examination of candidates for office in its jurisdiction.
In light of the changes being made we, leaders of the Presbytery of San Joaquin, ask you to join us in the following commitments:

· Accept Holy Scripture as the supreme authority in our lives.
· Commit to upholding Biblical and Confessional standards as we make judgments concerning ordination
· Commit to applying these standards equally, in all areas of the lives of those being examined for ordination
· Admit that there are differing and valid interpretations of Scripture held by different persons in our Presbytery
· Commit to listening together for the guidance of the Holy Spirit so that we might work together to accomplish the ministry of Jesus Christ in our Presbytery
· Continue to welcome into our churches all who seek Christ
The Presbytery of San Joaquin has a long history of being an evangelical presbytery with congregations and ministries that present a vibrant witness to Jesus Christ.  In the best sense of the word “evangelical” we believe that salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone and that we are called to proclaim and model his love and salvation to the world around us.  

Faithful visionaries from this presbytery: 

· built the facility and program of Calvin Crest, 

· started new congregations, 

· fulfilled missions in local cities feeding and clothing those in need and sharing their faith in Jesus, 

· supported the development of Fresno Interdenominational Refugee Ministry, 

· welcomed people from other cultures and began ministries with Hispanic, Korean, Cambodian, Chinese, Vietnamese, Laotian and Indonesian immigrants,

· supported foreign missions through the P.C. (U.S.A.) and other organizations,

· have sent friends to other lands to serve our Lord (Hansens, Ellingtons, Calloways, Boyds, Callisons, and many military chaplains.) 

God has much left for us to do and we hope that you will accept the challenge that God has put before us as we listen to the Holy Spirit and seek opportunities to serve.  There is so much to be done, and we pray for a new and positive spirit among us as we work together.
For more information on the conferences listed below contact your pastor or the Presbytery office.  Both will provide inspiration for ministry and fellowship with God’s people.
The Big Tent Conference, which is our denominational conference held in the years alternate to General Assembly. This will be held near Indianapolis, IN June 30-July 2.

The Fellowship of PC (USA) is a group trying to find new alternatives for ministry in our denomination.  Their conference will be the last week of August, in Minneapolis, MN. 

Anyone may attend these conferences.  You may attend these conferences!! Money can be raised to help.
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are beginning a study titled “Bad Girls of the Bible.”  Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited to join.   Hope you will plan on joining us.  
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Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will be meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, (May 4 & 18) at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  They are studying Living Above Worry and Stress. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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4-6 PM on the Second Saturday of each month
Lindsay Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall
Questions? Send email to: FirstPresFamilies@gmail.com

Weay 14 - Fawily Gawe Day

o Junior-Junior Olympics Obstacle Course for kids of all ages
o Kid Friendly Scavenger Hunt
Kid’s board games or bingo with Cookies and Ice Cream.





Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for March 2011



    March             Y-T-D
Income:

$   3,936.00
$  12,737.00
Expenses:

$   8,621.51
$  28,133.03
Difference:

$  (4,685.51)
$(15,396.03)
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Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment
1.  Mel Tully – back surgery yesterday, went well

2. Dick Johns – still on the recovery list for kidney transplant (Darci Tienken’s father)
3. Betty Lynn – Finishing chemo this month
4.  Glen (Roy) Beckner – Lindsay grad – friend of Keith and Ellen – fell and broke pelvis and hip – no surgery planned at this because of his fragile health.
5.  Avolene Medders  - convalescing in a rehab facility
6.   Kim Tienken’s sister had bad fall – is home and continuing rehab.
7.   Bib Hille – Heart attack, he is at Westgate Gardens

8.  Elaine Hazencamp (John Bastady’s friend) – Having problems with her kidneys

9.  Richard Klema – had a small stoke with visiting in Florida, is home now.
Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

  

Support after Death of Loved One

1.   Jason and Kim Nelson, Janet Nelson (death of
  Amber)
2.    Hugh Olson and family
3.  Family of Pat Mears – Ruby Hartig, Claire Pepper    family, Pat’s sister in Lemoore.

General

1.    Japanese nation

2.    Our church for growth and for Tom as he ministers

3.    La Fe 
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We will be having communion on May 1st. A Deacon’s offering will be taken and nonperishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations. 
Thanks you to those who are updating me for the church e-mail prayer list. If you are not receiving the list and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054) or jimholve@ocsnet.net.  

The Deacon for the month of May is Loretta Fridlund.

PRESBYTERY-WIDE
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY GATHERING
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CONNECTING
HEART * HEADS * HANDS
Sunday, Oct. 2, 4-7 pm.
First Pres, Visalia
         Presbytery wide choir

         Multi-cultural worship

         Potluck meal*
         Mission project*– making
           hygiene kits
       *Presbytery will assign food and kit supplies 
         to each church

www.fpclindsay.org
Our website has a new look.  You can read the Tower Echoes and even go back to past issues.  The church calendar is also available on the site.  We will be posting information about upcoming plans and events.  

Take a look at www.fpclindsay.org and let us know what you would like to see on the website.

HUMOR

**A father was approached by his small son who told him proudly, "I know what the Bible means!"
His father smiled and  replied, "What do you mean, you 'know' what the Bible means?
The son replied, "I do know!"
"Okay," said his father. "What does the Bible mean?"
"That's easy, Daddy..." the young boy replied excitedly," It stands for 'Basic Information Before Leaving Earth.'
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Save the Date
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