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Dear Friends,
I recently read a very interesting article by Douglas John Hall in the Christian Century, who reflects on the distinction between religion and faith. He quotes Karl Barth, Paul Tillich, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer who all concur that religion is human's attempt at grasping God, while faith is human's willingness to accept the gift of God and free us from our striving for God. He concludes

with a quote from the French sociologist Jacques Ellul on the meaning of faith. Listen to some of their words.

Karl Barth - "Religion is a grasping. . . . Man tries to grasp at truth [by] himself. . . . But in that case he does not do what he has to do when truth comes to him. He does not believe. If he did, he would listen; but in religion he talks. If he did, he would accept a gift; but in religion he takes something for himself. If he did, he would let God Himself intercede for God; but in religion he ventures to grasp at God."

Paul Tillich - "We are permanently in danger of abusing Jesus by stating that He is the founder of a new religion, and the bringer of another, more refined, and more enslaving law. And so we see in all Christian churches the toiling and laboring of people who are called Christians, serious Christians, under innumerable laws which they cannot fulfill, from which they flee, to which

they return, or which they replace by other laws. This is the yoke from which Jesus wants to liberate us. He is more than a priest or a prophet or a religious genius. These all subject us to religion. He frees us from religion. They make new religious laws; He overcomes the religious law."

Dietrich Bonhoeffer - Bonhoeffer contrasts the story of Babel with the story of Pentecost and talks about the religious impulse of grasping after the Ultimate. Then Douglas Hall summarizes Bonhoeffer's ideas in the following words. "In the saga [the tower of Babel], human beings, terrified by the precariousness of their creaturehood, reach up after the divine transcendence in a pathetic and futile effort to secure the future. Their absurd tower, the first (as one may say) of many such towers, is an attempt, as it were, to get hold of and control   the   Controller. What  they  get  instead is a still      
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greater consciousness of their finitude and vulnerability: scrambling for divinity, they end in an abysmal failure of common humanity. By contrast Pentecost does not depict human beings grasping after the Absolute but rather the divine Spirit descending to and transforming

human beings from within. . . . Babel, the religious quest, ends in even greater human alienation; Pentecost, the birth of faith, initiates reconciliation even among those who cannot fully understand one another."

Douglas John Hall's point is that modern, as well as ancient, theologians critique religion as the human desire to grasp God, while faith is seen as the response of the human person to the activity of God. Whether or not this is a totally fair distinction I am not sure. I do think the church is a place where one is invited to explore and develop their faith in the company of others, and where some religious trappings are meant to foster that growth in faith. If the church ever becomes our corporate attempt to grasp God, or as Bonhoeffer says, to control the Controller, then we have moved off center and our desire is misplaced. Each of the men quoted above were involved in the church, although they also criticized the church as well. 

Douglas John Hall ends his article with another quote, this time from Jacque Ellul. Ellul says "Faith is a terribly caustic substance, a burning acid. It puts to the text every element of my life and society; it spares nothing. It leads me ineluctably to question my certitudes, all my moralities, beliefs, and policies. It forbids me to attach ultimate significance to any expression of human activity. It detaches and delivers me from money and the family, from my job and my knowledge. It's the surest road to realizing that 'the only thing I know is that I don't know anything.'"

The difference between faith and religion may be real. I know you and I gather as a church not to keep a religion going, but to grow in our faith. As we do so we may need to risk letting go of the certitudes of our religion to allow the mystery of faith to mold us more fully into followers of Christ. What a venture, and it may be taking us where we never expected to go, deeper into the grace and goodness and justice of God.
   Tom
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are studying the PBS Frontline documentary “God in America”, an in-depth exploration of the historical role of religion in the public life of the United States. Pizza, salad and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited to join.   
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 Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will be meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, (March 2 & 16) at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  They are studying Living Above Worry and Stress. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for January 2011



    January             Y-T-D
Income:

$   4,375.00
$  4,375.00
Expenses:

$  10,522.04
$10,522.04
Difference:

$   (6,147.04)
$ (6,147.04)

We will be having communion on March 6. A Deacon’s offering will be taken and non perishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations.

A Church E-mail prayer list has been formed. If you are not receiving it and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054.) 
The Deacon for the month of March is Helen Holve.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons

Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
Surgery and Cancer treatment

1. Marlyn Walker; continued recovery from surgery 

2. Dick Johns; recovery from transplant surgery- there have been some complications 

3. Pat Mears; finished radiation but was informed cancer is now widespread 

4. Betty Lynn; continuing chemo for reoccurrence of  lymphoma 

5. Cooper Hollow;  bypass surgery is in drug induced coma, but it is not helping, blood pressure continues high, was taken off all medications – 

6. Kay Turner - carotid artery surgery doing well 

7. Bob Harkness - very ill

 

Help with Daily Living

1. Mike and Merle Maicrowicz 

2. Hal and Helen Munter; Helen would love visitors 

3. Keith and Ellen Sprague

 

Support after Death of family member

1. Jason and Kim Nelson, Janet Nelson; death of daughter and granddaughter, Amber 

2. Hugh Olson and family

 

General 

1. Our church for growth and for Tom as he ministers
2. La Fe

      www.fpclindsay.org
Our website has a new look.  You can read the Tower Echoes and even go back to past issues.  The church calendar is also available on the site.  We will be posting information about upcoming plans and events.  

Take a look at www.fpclindsay.org and let us know what you would like to see on the website.
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