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Dear Friends,
Have you organized your life for the coming year, 2011? Well, neither have I, but I recently received a free organizer in the mail. Of course, the company wants the church to buy and distribute these organizers to those in its congregation. The organizer gives a quick reference to much data and many dates which may help keep a person on track in the coming calendar year. The company might be correct, but my hunch is that mostly they want the church to buy and give these organizers so their company will make money and stay in business. 

Beyond the company's interests, what are ours in anticipation of a new calendar year? Or we could ask the more personal question, what will it take to get organized? The organizer sent to me comes with the following: a calendar with special dates and holidays noted; a note pad to write down items to do or desire to accomplish; specific data which we may need, like the distance between cities if one is traveling by car, weights and measures, toll free phone numbers and a few web sites, a page to record car repair data, and of course time zones and area codes.  Much useful information. 

But what will really organize your life this coming calendar year: family, church, work, vacations, friends, volunteer work? The unexpected also often determines our life for a season, such as a crisis, death, or illness. My own desire is to organize my life in such a way that I will be able to embrace the richness of family, work, leisure, and also be ready to face the unexpected issues, traumas, or joyful surprises. 

Our experiences in the past have taught us that organizing our life does not mean our life will flow as organized. Nonetheless our preparation guides us through the thicket of possibilities, and our planning enables us to live from our priorities rather than from life's circumstances. So again, how will you organize your life for the coming calendar year? 

My plans for the coming year include ideas for devotional reading, including prayer books; exercise and eating commitments (I am gaining weight and exercising less, not good); some time to write and study other than work related interests; figuring out family time here, 
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there, and elsewhere; and hopefully learn how to be flexible as I organize myself, although to plan flexibility contradicts the very idea of flexibility. 

All of these items are personal rather than work or community related. Church and community activities will consume much of my time, and I am happy for that. But what I want is to be ready to enjoy and fully participate in those spiritual and social events, and I have found that if I make personal preparations for becoming the person I want to become (and hopefully the person God wants me to be), I am better able to enjoy, contribute to, and embrace the people God sends my way and entrusts to my care. I trust my plans prepare me for the expected and unexpected events of the new calendar year. I hope your plans will do the same for you.  Here's to planning for a good year. 

                                                    Tom
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study will begin meeting every Wednesday starting January 12th at 6:00 p.m.  We will be studying the Dead Sea Scrolls. Pizza, salad and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited to join.   
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 Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will be meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, (January 5 & 19) at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  They are studying Living Above Worry and Stress. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for November 2010



  November             Y-T-D
Income:

$   7,415.00
$ 68,652.75
Expenses:

$   7,878.30
$ 92,619.12
Difference:

$  (  463.30)
$(23,966.37)
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We will celebrate communion on January 2 at the Presbyterian Church. There will be a Deacons offering taken and non perishable food collected for the Coordinating Council. 
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations. 
The Deacon for the month of January is Rhonda Medders.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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Fellowship

Weekly before church at 8:30, we are meeting for a Fellowship Coffee Hour.  We meet every week except Communion Sundays (the first Sunday of each month.)  Hope you plan on joining us.  
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Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
► Hugh Olson, Mike & Meryl Maichrowicz, Helen & Hal Munter, Mel Tully, Gladys Tarver 
► Our church leaders, ministry, and staff as they serve our congregation

► La Fe ministry
2nd Saturday
Christian Family Fun Night 
Saturday, January 8, 5:30-7:30 p.m.

Admission: Free

Wholesome fun for young, Christian families 

Meet in the Fellowship Hall  

         

Congregational Meeting
Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Pizza Dinner – 6:00 p.m.
Annual Congregational Meeting following dinner


FLOWERS
Anyone who would like to provide the flowers for Sunday morning service is asked to sign up on the chart located on the wall by the front doors in the Sanctuary.  If you wish to have them dedicated to the memory of or in honor of someone, please let the church office know at least one week in advance so it can be included in the bulletin.  You may also call the church office (559) 562-4966 to let us know that you would like to provide the flowers.

Psalm 46:1

"God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble." 
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