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Dear Friends,
There is an old saying, 'don't cry over spilled milk,' eaning that if something bad happens, move on, don't get stuck in its negativity or worry over its consequences. Even if there are negative consequences do not let them bind you to them. But I want to say, why not cry over spilled milk? I want to cry over spilled milk. Once in my family's lean days my mother put water on our cereal because we could not afford milk. It was time for breakfast and not only did we not have milk in the house, but we could not afford to have milk in the house. I don't remember the experience as much as my older brothers, but what I do know is that I would have loved to cry over spilled milk, because at least then we would have been able to afford milk. In mom's love for us she was trying to figure a way for us to have breakfast without having the normal ingredients which make for breakfast. 

Love figures out a way to be there for others when the normal processes are not possible. Mom figured out a way for us to have breakfast even thought the normal breakfast food—in this case, milk—was not available. All of us must figure out ways to love one another even when the normal processes are not available. Some of you are already very good at finding ways to love others when the normal avenues of love are not available. 

On Valentine's Day our culture celebrates love. The love we celebrate is love for one another, especially the love one shares with a spouse or special friend. Gifts are exchanged. Rings or jewelry are given as tokens of one's love for another. Flowers and cards are sent to people considered special for this kind of love. Some date this tradition back to the third century C.E. Others note that in the 15th century exchanges of gifts of love became popular. Then others call attention to the mid to late 1800's when it became fashionable to exchange or send cards to the person loved in order to commemorate the kind of love Valentine had for his betrothed.  

Love for one another is a biblical command as well as a cultural norm. Although the church's primary focus is not on this kind of love that has a natural inclination and affection toward the recipient, the church often celebrates this special cultural day along with the rest of 
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our society. The church's life is founded on love, although the love which is our foundation is the self-sacrificing love of God. This self-sacrificing love of God becomes the model of what our love for one another is to look like. The church knows that God's love for the world precedes all of its loving or even its ability to love. Our love to God and to one another is response love. Yet we measure our response to God's love by the depth of our love for one another. So, this month lets continue to find ways, both ordinary and extra-ordinary, to love one another in a manner that reflects our love for God.
                                                    Tom
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are studying the PBS Frontline documentary “God in America”, an in-depth exploration of the historical role of religion in the public life of the United States. Pizza, salad and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited to join.   
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 Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will be meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, (February 2 & 16) at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  They are studying Living Above Worry and Stress. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for December 2010



  December             Y-T-D
Income:

$   9,403.28
$  78,306.03
Expenses:

$  10,013.55
$102,882.67
Difference:

$  (  610.27)
$(24,576.64)
[image: image8.png]



[image: image9.png]


We will be having communion on February 6. A Deacon’s offering will be taken and non perishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations.

A Church E-mail prayer list has been formed. It you are not receiving it and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054.) 
The Deacon for the month of February is Mary Jo Anderson.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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Correction to Deacon’s Annual Report
The total distribution of Deacons should be corrected to read $3000. This would include the money donated to help the Methodist church supply backpacks to school children, and a donation to Foodlink during the summer.

Fellowship

Weekly before church at 8:30, we are meeting for a Fellowship Coffee Hour.  We meet every week except Communion Sundays (the first Sunday of each month.)  Hope you plan on joining us.  

Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
► Hugh Olson, Mike & Meryl Maichrowicz, Vee Wilson, Helen & Hal Munter, Keith Sprague, Marlyn Walker, Tom Elson 
► Our church leaders, ministry, and staff as they serve our congregation

► La Fe ministry
FLOWERS
Anyone who would like to provide the flowers for Sunday morning service is asked to sign up on the chart located on the wall by the front doors in the Sanctuary.  If you wish to have them dedicated to the memory of or in honor of someone, please let the church office know at least one week in advance so it can be included in the bulletin.  You may also call the church office (559) 562-4966 to let us know that you would like to provide the flowers.


                   Colossians 3:23
23Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your masters,*
Tower Echoes       
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