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Dear Friends,
I am stuffed. I haven’t yet indulged on this year’s Thanksgiving Day dinner but I am full to the brim. I only yesterday returned from the Society of Biblical Literature meeting in San Francisco (held in conjunction with the American Academy of Religion) and I find my mind stretched almost beyond its capacity to contain information. The intellectual stimulation, the renewing of friendships, and the spiritual challenges coalesce to fill my mind and renew my spirit. 

It is really an odd conference. It can be very lonely among 10,000 people. One gets lost in the largest book sellers display. Only occasionally does one run into an old acquaintance moving from conference room to conference room to hear another lecture. And yet, the challenge to one’s thinking, the new perspective on familiar biblical or theological texts, the discussions critiquing material presented, and so forth, combine to fill one in ways likened to overeating. 

I think this is what Christ the King Sunday is meant to do in the church calendar year. Last Sunday is meant to fill us by reminding us of the significance of Christ for life and faith, and the nature of the body of Christ which is meant to impact the world. Then comes Advent. Advent moves us in a different direction. Advent reminds us of our emptiness rather than our fullness. Advent points to our hope rather than our happiness. Advent looks forward to what might be rather than backward to what has been. It is good to be filled before one moves into Advent, because Advent longs for that filling that the promise promises. 

Advent waits in hope. During the season of Advent we look for the coming of Christ, in his second coming and in his first coming. Our texts begin with the hope of Christ’s second coming, that is, to the time when justice will be administered universally, when joy will be shared around the globe, when all tears will be wiped away. Advent ends with Christmas, our hope realized in the birth of the child, in the experience of ‘God with us,’ at the manger where we kneel because we realize that life begins again.  
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I trust you have been filled on your way to Advent, and that this Advent Season will guide you into a fresh experience of hope in the living God and the new life God offers. We are on our way. Keep alert the Gospel of Mark tells us. Lets open our eyes and let God fill our hearts once again with His love and grace. Have a hope-filled Advent season. 

                                                                  Tom
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Spiritual Life continues to meet on the first and third Wednesdays of each month (December 7 & 21) at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  We are using a Women of Faith Bible Study entitled Experiencing Spiritual Intimacy. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773 or the church office.
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study will not meet in December.  We will begin a new study, led by Rev. Tom Elson, on the New Testament in January.  Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited.  Hope you will plan on joining us.  
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for October 2011



      October    
      Y-T-D
Income:

$    8,572.42
$  66,886.03
Expenses:

$  11,193.17
$  89,600.60
Difference:

$  (2,620.75)
$ (22,714.57)
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We will be having communion on December 4. A Deacon’s offering will be taken and nonperishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council.
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations and to give thanks for answered prayers.  
Thanks you to those who are updating me for the church e-mail prayer list. If you are not receiving the list and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054) or jimholve@ocsnet.net. 
The Deacon for the month of December is Jeanne Boles.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.

Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment and/or Illness

1. Tom Elson – Diagnosis of Prostate Cancer

2. Dennis Medders – Knee surgery and recovery
3. Vee Wilson – Ongoing successful dialysis 
4. Diana Peterson – Strength and wisdom with resent Cancer diagnosis 

Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

4.  Ruby Gordon
General
1.   Hugh Olson and his internet ministry and Prayer circle
2. For Tom as he ministers to the congregations in Lindsay and Exeter

3.  For John Gutierrez and his family as they minister to the La Fe congregation 
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“There was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God” 
                                                                Luke 2:13
Testimony of praise: 
Robert Bastady – “I am thankful for my good health, my church family and for the opportunity to sing in the choir, especially when Steve Boles is there!”
Rose Kaplan – “Thankful for upcoming Thanksgiving with family – also hoping to attend church services the Sunday after Thanksgiving with my son! I hope folks recognize me with my gray hair!”
*Author Note: “She looks marvelous!”

Rhonda Medders – Hubby Dennis –everything is going 
well – follow up visit in about 2 weeks – getting around well driving – due to return to work on the 25th. Continues with therapy 3 times a week.  Doing great!!
Vee Wilson – “So thankful for my family and friends – so helpful thoughout my surgeries.”

Bob Puls – “Some say, ‘time slips away.’  The older I 

get, I’ve found it “races by.”  It is very important  to take opportunities to share with loved ones so, I am thankful for our plans to be with family this Thanksgiving.”
Hymn -  Traditional French Carol
“And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains!”




Please call Robyn Risley Puls to share your experiences of gratitude!  560-6604.
Lyrics to He Hears Me by Hilary Weeks:


Here I am again, down on my knees
And with every pleading word, Thy comfort I seek
Though the words are slow to come,
My thoughts are racing by
Peace fills the room, Thy spirit is night

He hears me
When I'm crying in the night
He hears me
When my soul longs to fight
Till the morning will come
And the light of the dawn reassures...
He hears me

Any hour, wherever I may be
In the silence of an empty room, or on a crowded street
Whether offering thanks, or in urgency I pray
I never go unnoticed, I'm never lead astray
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CHRISTMAS     PAGEANT      

Saturday, December 24,

6:30 p.m.
Make plans ahead to bring your children, grand children, nieces and nephews. The Christmas Eve service this year is going to have a different look. We are inviting every child who comes to the 6:30 p.m. service on Christmas Eve to participate in the pageant. Each child will be given a simple costume to wear designating he or she as an angel, shepherd, or king. When it is time to go forward towards the nativity, a senior angel, shepherd, or king will be the lead and usher the group in the right direction. We are hoping that this will be a special time of celebration. No doubt there will be some confusion, chaos and pure delight – an atmosphere much like the original event. Please decide to join us. Plan a late dinner and make this a memorable time for all of us. 
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Join us at church on Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day!  We will be having a special celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.  We will begin the service at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall with donuts and coffee and fellowship and conclude in the sanctuary with joyful singing and a short message.  We hope you will plan on joining us for this very special day. 
Tower Echoes       
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Come make your own    Christmas cookies and crafts
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PARTNERS IN PRAISE





SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4


4:00 – 7:00 P.M.





             Fun for the whole family!





Caroling





Enjoy a Soup & Salad Dinner
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