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Dear Friends,
The back wall of the classroom I teach in at COS contains a very random collage of posters. One poster has the face of a student, unshaven, eyes closed, hand over one eye, a grimace on his face, with the caption, 'no one said it would be easy.' The next poster, from left to right as I look at them, is of a two story, red roof and white wood siding school, with a well manicured green lawn and a circular dirt drive. Off to its right hangs a map of the Middle East, focusing on the Arabian Peninsula and surroundings, Northern Africa, Iraq, and Iran with photos of the people who live around that area clothed in their customary dress. The final poster is a picture of what looks like a scroll, but on closer examination one sees it is the Magna Carta, a statement of the demands of a people desiring to be free from the constraints of the king.

This random collage of posters makes an important statement (I am not sure it is meant to, but it does make a statement to me as I consider why these posters hang on the back wall of this classroom). Moving from the poster on the left to the one on the far right one sees an individual struggling with the work of education, then the school house where people learn together, then to the

diverse people who live in a particular geographic area, and finally to the hopes and dreams of a people for the freedoms they desire from their king. The composite collage makes the impression that learning takes place both individually and in community, and the diverse people who learn to live together desire the best possible world they can create.  The statement I take from these posters taken together suggests the importance of both an individual and a community of different people struggling to become a people who live and survive and create a better world together.

The Christian celebration of Easter reflects the same message, but is theologically inspired. We are individuals who know that life is not always easy, so we gather together to support and strengthen one another, and even though we come from different and various backgrounds we have much in common, especially a vision of a new world, the kingdom of God being realized in and through us in its provisional nature. In other words, we  are  people  who have  become a people 
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from great diversity moving forward together as part of the new people of God. We are the church. We are Easter people, people shaped by Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

This year we must wait long for Easter to arrive. Easter usually arrives earlier, but its lateness means our anticipation can grow for the celebration which created us as individuals and as a community. Easter enables us to look at the world differently, to see others as beloved and cared for by God. Easter gives us the hope that all things and people can be renewed by being given new life. As a church we know that the future is meant to make its impact on us today and so we are given a new vision of what can become of our life together, and what can become of the world in which we live. God's power to bring life out of death gives us hope for a new day for all people. We live not only looking forward to the final completion of God's vision for the world, but we live in the present day to reflect that future hope. We live both in and into God's good future because of Easter.                                                 
Tom
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Wednesday Night Study
The Wednesday Night Study meets every Wednesday starting 6:00 p.m.  We are studying the PBS Frontline documentary “God in America”, an in-depth exploration of the historical role of religion in the public life of the United States. Pizza, salad, and dessert are available for $4.00.  Everyone is invited to join.   
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Spiritual Life

Spiritual Life will be meeting on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, (April 6 & 20) at 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  They are studying Living Above Worry and Stress. All women are invited to attend.  If you have questions, you can call Barbara Tienken at 562-2773.
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April is sexual assault awareness month. I am including the following information in both our newsletter and our bulletin. I have been hesitant to bring up such subjects for awareness and discussion at church but feel it is time to do so. Many in our communities live with the effects of sexual assault. For healing to take place we need to be a safe place for open dialogue and support for people who have to live with scars or residual trauma. Please consider the following information and pray for God's healing and our church's place in that healing process.
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Sexual assault and rape occur more often than you realize.  According to a study conducted by the National Victim Center, 1.3 women (age 18 and over) in the United States are forcibly raped each minute.  That translates to 78 per hour, 1,871 per day, or 683,000 per year.  A common myth is that rape is a random attack by a stranger, when in reality, most incidents occur at the hands of an acquaintance-a friend, a neighbor, a husband.  April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month.  Join Family Services and other dedicated people by making rape everyone’s business.  Sexual assault and rape affect the health and wellness of our communities.  We need to create an environment where people feel comfortable approaching the issue.  For free and confidential counseling, or for more information on how you can get involved, contact Family Services/Rape Crisis Center 24-hours a day at 559-732-7273.  
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We will be having communion on April 3rd. A Deacon’s offering will be taken and non perishable food will be collected for the Coordinating Council. 
If you know of any church member or friend of the church who is ill or has a concern, please inform Sharon in the office or one of the Deacons. We are here to serve the congregation and their needs as well as pray for concerns or celebrations.

A Church E-mail prayer list has been formed. If you are not receiving it and wish to be included contact Helen Holve (562-4054.) 
The Deacon for the month of April is Rhonda Medders.
Helen Holve, Moderator of Deacons
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Trustees Report
Summary of Financial Activity for February 2011



    February             Y-T-D
Income:

$   4,426.00
$   8,801.00
Expenses:

$   8,989.48
$  19,511.52
Difference:

$  (4,563.48)
$(10,710.52)


Keep Them in Prayer

If you would like a prayer added to this list, please contact the church office.
Patricia Mears died on March 23, 2011 from bone cancer. Please keep all of her family in your prayer especially her mom, Ruby and daughter Claire.

Surgery and/or Cancer Treatment
1. Cooper Hollow is now home and recuperating. Has been to Bakersfield for one follow-up appointment.
2. Dick Johns – still on the recovery list for kidney transplant (Darci Tienkens father)
3. Betty Lynn – had wonderful time in Hawaii – PET scan tomorrow and resumes chemo on Wed.
4.  Glen (Roy) Beckner – Lindsay grad – friend of Keith and Ellen – fell and broke pelvis and hip – no surgery planned at this because of his fragile health.
5.  Avolene Medders  - in hospital – very ill
6.   Kim Tienkens sister had bad fall – has a brain bleed.
Help with Daily Living
1.  Mike and Merle Maicrowicz

2.  Hal and Helen Munter

3.  Keith and Ellen Sprague

  

Support after Death of Loved One

1.   Jason and Kim Nelson, Janet Nelson (death of
  Amber)
2.   Neighbor who hit Amber 
3.    Hugh Olson and family
4.  Family of Pat Mears – Ruby Hartig, Claire Pepper    family, Pat’s sister in Lemoore.

General

1.    Japanese nation

2.    Our church for growth and for Tom as he ministers

3.    La Fe 

      www.fpclindsay.org
Our website has a new look.  You can read the Tower Echoes and even go back to past issues.  The church calendar is also available on the site.  We will be posting information about upcoming plans and events.  

Take a look at www.fpclindsay.org and let us know what you would like to see on the website.


A Cruzin Good Time In Lindsay

The Lindsay Orange Blossom Festival Committee has invited everyone to the 79th Annual Queen’s Coronation on Saturday, April 9th at 5:00 p.m.  It will be held at McDermont Field House (3rd floor soccer field).  Please RSVP to Jean Hill (562-4435).
 
Greetings!


Spring has sprung!  I know, I know . . . as I write, raindrops are disturbing the calm surface of our pool, but I’m warm and cozy because of the dancing flames in our fireplace.  And, several of nature’s clues about a change of seasons are staring me in the face . . . Koi fish “hibernate” in the dark recesses of our pond during the winter months – you don’t disturb them either!  No food, no nothin’!  Well last week, our son, Doug, saw “life” in the pond.  Hungry flashes of orange, black and white rolled over the water surface for their first feeding since November’s chill.  Birds are nesting throughout our yard, and buds and blooms stretch to the sun.  But, as it is in life, a grim reminder of warmer weather “slapped” my silly spring-fever grin right off my face when the first big Black Widow of the season stretched to the sun as well, as I turned over a log in the woodpile.  Nature is all about balance, so a reminder to appreciate the good – and acknowledge the “bad” too – was a point well taken today.


Let’s start of with anniversary congratulations to Tom and Janie Elson!  March 18th, is their special day, but I’m not sure how many years of wedded bliss they’ve shared.


Some years ago, many of us in our church family found ourselves nurturing budding friendships as we sipped coffee and shared our stories around the big “work island” in our old church dining room.  Sadly, one of those “island” friends, our dear Claudia Olson, passed away on December 27, 2010.  Claudia’s true passion in life was her family – her heart was full because of them.  But, Claudia also had a giving heart – for years she worked behind the scenes in our community offering a helping hand, and a listening ear, to those less fortunate.  Because she was bilingual, oftentimes it was Claudia’s voice that bridged the communication gap between cultures for many of us sharing a community and a church.  So, it was a true sadness and a loss when her illness, and eventually her death, quieted the voice of our dear Claudia.  Hugh, and their family, devoted all their efforts in her healing process – a loving family.  Remember Hugh, and the Olson children and grandchildren, in your prayers. 


A longtime Lindsayite and Baptist friend, Dube Jessup, passed away in Fresno in late January, 2011.  We remember him well for his love of his hometown and it’s good folks.


Mel and Gail Tully’s daughter, Cathy, has been accepted to University College in London for a 3 year Master’s program studying “Conservation of Antiquities.”  Now, she’ll be busy getting all the details taken care of and hopes to be on her way by September 2011.  How exciting!


I’ll keep our readers posted as to when Mel Tully’s back surgery will be scheduled.  He’s waiting to be cleared on pre-op cardiac tests, so keep your fingers crossed because Mel is eager to get all this behind him.  Poor guy, he must feel like a pin cushion after so much medical stuff the last 2 years.


The official family people count for dear Jeanne Boles is 3 children, 7 grandchildren, and 8 great-grandkids!  But, don’t count your chickens before they hatch – or, in this case, kids!  Sometime before next Christmas, 2 more great grandkids will bless the Boles clan when Eric and Darcee (Blue) Collier give birth to their second child.  And Matt and Christy Boles have also announced their second bundle of joy was expected.  Congratulations!  May God bless this wonderful growing family.


Karen and Larry McCord have plenty of reason to be proud of their son, Mac, and recently she shared some fun news about him.  It seems there was a costume contest at his place of business, the coveted prize was 3 tickets to the Spy-Fi Convention.  Mac showed up in a civil war costume, but, with goggles!  Karen described it as “Victorian meets Jules Verne!”  Well, Mac won!  And, to top it off he went to a Renaissance Fair the next day – a good weekend!


St. Patrick’s Day trivia:  all Irishmen do not wear green!  Larry McCord’s grandparents were from Belfast and traditionally, the Irish Catholics wore green, but the Irish Protestants chose orange as the color to sport.  Good to know.


Thank you to Helen Holve for keeping track of those who need prayers, and making sure it’s noted in the Tower Echoes each month, and at Sunday services.


By the way, Meaghan O’Meara (now there’s an Irish name!) Jim and Helen Holve’s granddaughter, is a Cal poly freshman and a member of their diving team.  Recently, at the Mountain Pacific Sports Federation’s division II conference diving meet, Meaghan took 3rd place, and medaled, on the 3 meter board.  Great job!


Joy, Joy . . . somebody special retired last September!  Loretta Fridlund has stayed plenty busy these days traveling to see her kids and grandkids, babysitting grandkids, and doing lots of yard work.  Recently, she attended her grandson’s graduation from the National Guard boot camp in Georgia.  A wonderful occasion, but miserably cold, icy weather.  Graduation was outside in a football stadium – a 2 day occasion – and all the guests sat on metal bleachers!  But, in spite of the threat of “hypothermia” it was a time to remember for all.  Loretta’s son Bryan, and his wife Michele, are the proud parents.  Would you believe that Loretta now has 17 grandchildren, and age wise they’re sort of divided by 2 “generations.”  There are 12 kids from 1st grade and younger; and 5 kids are junior high through college!  A wonderful family!


Our family is grateful to all of you who prayed for our daughter-in-law, Darci’s, father who had a kidney transplant in January.  Dick (Johns) had a difficult recovery for the first 2 weeks, but now he’s home and he and his gifted kidney are healing well.  There’s no way a family can go through this experience without being ever aware that someone lost their life and at the same time another life was given renewed hope.  


A friend to our church family, Nora Bergstresser, of Norman, Oklahoma, passed away the latter part of January 2011.  Nora and her husband, Rev. Gene Bergstresser, who served as an interim pastor for us, held special places in the life of our church and its congregation.  Our deepest condolences to Gene and their family . . . I trust you’ll remember them in your prayers.


Even though Betty Smith is at Quail Park, she has been moved to a different housing area called Laurel Court.  Betty is doing well physically and she enjoys her wonderful family . . . they take her on outings and make sure she’s well cared for and content.  Now, when you send cards here’s the proper address:



Betty Smith



Quail Park Retirement Village



4520 W. Cypress



Visalia, CA 93277



(559) 624-3500 (mail desk)


  With joyful hearts the Wilson family has welcomed a precious baby girl into their family.  On January 13, 2011, Sofia Noelle Wilson was placed in her mother, Sonia’s, loving arms . . . and she got a peek at daddy Tim for the first time.  What a blessed child Sofia is, she’s an answer to prayer.  Healthy at 8 lbs. 5 oz. and 18 ½” long, she’ll need to be ready to “play” with her 3 brothers; Andrew (8 or 9), Mathew (4) and Alexander (“Zander” 2) and they’re the best big brothers a girl could ever want.  Proud grandparents are Jim and Ginny Wilson; also Kathy Rios, as well as Junior Rios . . . congratulations!


Unconditional love is a gift that’s as elusive as it is appreciated by most humans.  But, put a loyal dog in the equation and it’s a reality!  An orphaned 5 year old Dachsund named “Annie” has wiggled her way into Barbara Tienken’s heart . . . and it took no time at all for them to become best friends.  As good fortune would have it, our daughter-in-law, Keri, saw a plea on the internet for a homeless “Doxie.” Keri checked the situation out and arranged for Annie to come to the valley for a “meet and greet” . . . and the rest is history.  Annie acted as though she was “home” the first time she bounced through Grandma Barbara’s back door!  Sometimes things happen for a perfect reason  . . . this is one of those times.


Our gentle-spirit friend, Nancy Dye, continues to suffer the loss of her voice after exposure to an air-borne mold discovered in her classroom.  Keep Nancy in your thoughts – she’s such a kind soul. 


More sad news in the Olson family – Hugh and Claudia’s daughter-in-law, Tammy, and her family are mourning the death of her father after he suffered a major heart attack.  Our sympathies and prayers to Tammy and David, and family.


Walt and Kathryn Kimball have had some health concerns since last November.  Some skin surgeries have kept Walt going to frequent doctor visits, and on the get-well list.  Unfortunately, Kathryn took a bad fall and was bandaged and bruised for several weeks.  Please keep them in good thoughts.


We have a new friend, and member of our church – Robyn Puls, wife of Bob Puls, has made friends with all who’ve met her so far.  Robyn is from San Diego so, hopefully, she’ll love living in the country.  I hear her story on how she became a Christian is fascinating . . . ask her about it.  Welcome to you Robyn!


Next fall, Lincoln Elementary School will become a middle school, and Jeri Mead from Santa Paula, has been hired to be its brand new principal!  Jeri is married to a Lindsay native, Mike Mead, son of the late “Doc” and Jane Mead.  Strathmore was Jeri’s hometown and her folks, Virgil and Dorothy Brandt, still live in the family home.  In some ways, you could say she’s coming “home” – and I think Jeri feels a bit like that too.  A big “thumbs up” for our dear friend, Jeri Mead, and for Lindsay’s School District!


Helen Holve has some interesting information on a program called “Get on the Bus.”  The goal is to provide a chaperoned bus trip, or field trip, for children to visit their parents in valley prisons on special holidays such as Mother’s Day or Father’s Day.  I’d like to think that this could bring the positive changes we continue to seek in our state.  Ask Helen about “Get on the Bus.”


Up until 14 years ago, Lois Brissenden penned this column for the Tower Echoes newletter every month for years.  She loved our church, and she loved her family even more.  Sadly, Lois’ son, Don Brissenden, passed away on January 18, 2011, after a noble battle with cancer.  Don was dashing, charismatic and a good friend.  His love for his family was constant in his life.  All 4 Brissenden “kids” have been my friends for a long time now. And daughter, Susan, and I continue to be pen pals.  I’m sad for their loss.  Please keep Don’s wife, Sheryl, and their children, along with the rest of the Brissenden family in your thoughts and prayers.


Some of you know our families dear friend from Eye, England.  Richard Gibson stayed with us for almost 2 weeks in February  . . . a time for catching up on our lives, and gathering nearby family and friends for a visit.  We consider Richard to be “family” by now . . . whether he likes it or not!


A lovely friend to our church family needs our prayers.  Patricia Mears was diagnosed with cancer, and as we shared out thoughts about her at our last Women’s Guild meeting, I realized what a nice imprint she’s made on so many of us . . . very touching.   We were saddened to hear that Patricia passed away on March 23rd.  This year, her daughter, Claire, and her husband will be blessed as they become parents for the first time.  Please keep Patricia’s family in your thoughts.


Vee Wilson’s granddaughter and great-granddaughter must have had guardian angels last week  when they were involved in a serious car accident on Hwy 65 and Ave 208.  Both were bruise and injured, but were released from the hospital that day.  The other driver was seriously injured.  Let’s hope everyone heals from a terrifying experience.


Last month, our dear friend, Jann McGuire, discovered a soggy floor in her home, which led to a leak in the laundry room . . . and now, she’s surrounded by all kinds of de-struction and new con-struction!  The good news is that the leak is fixed, and by the time everything is ship-shape the only thing “injured” will be Jann’s checkbook . . . ouch!  I just love Jann’s grace and willingness to focus on the “good” in a predicament!


Kim and Brian Tienken, in Oregon, have had a stressful couple of weeks this month.  Kim’s sister, Ann Poor, had a life-threatening bleed in her brain, and she’s been in ICU undergoing a battery of challenges.  Today’s update was encouraging, but Ann has a long road to recovery.  Your thoughts and prayers would bless them.


Palm Springs was the reunion sight for the 100th Bomb Group this year, and Keith and Ellen Sprague made the trip along with their son, Mac.  A great time for everyone!


Good news for Keith Sprague after successful cataract surgery on February 2nd!  Keith has high praises for his renewed eyesight.  And, I kept his positive thoughts tucked in my mind when I had cataract surgery on March 2nd . . . thanks for that Keith!  It’s an extra bonus when you have complete faith in your doctor – I send a big thank you to Dr. Barry Smith!


Karen Kimball, daughter of Walt and Kathryn, has always had a creative streak, and her current venture into the art world is unique and eye-pleasing.  Clay Monoprints are a print making technique where the art is made with use of a clay slab . . . and the result is quite attractive!


Eyes fixed on the beautiful stained-glass altar wall of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Visalia, my mind couldn’t process any other thought than “how could this be happening?”  The church was filled with heavy hearts as we gathered to mourn the death of precious 3 year old Amber Leslie Nelson, daughter of Jason and Kim Nelson, and little sister to Nick.  A tragic bicycle accident on February 6, 2011, forever quieted the lively, engaging little child loved by so many.  Janet Nelson, Amber’s grandmother, and her son Jason, were part of our church family for many years.  Theirs was a family who filled their homes with so much love and laughter – it’s unnatural to think of their suffering.  Once I read that “Grief is the purest evidence that we have loved and loved well.”  I believe it.  Please hold Jason, Kim, Nick, Janet, and Amber’s loved ones in your prayers.


May the Lord watch over each one of you in the month ahead . . . I hope Easter will be a time of loved ones, peace, and renewed spirits.





                                         Thumbs up!

Patti

Tower Echoes       


First Presbyterian Church             


351 E. Hermosa


Lindsay, CA
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